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The Programme of the General Assembly
• 07:30 – 08:00 – Breakfast
• 09:30 – 11:00 – FEMM & AFCO
• 11:00 – 11:15 – Coﬀee Break
• 11:15 – 12:45 – LIBE & DEVE
• 12:45 – 13:30 – Lunch
• 13:30 – 15:00 – EMPL & CULT
• 15:00 – 15:30 – Coﬀee Break
• 15:30 – 16:30 – Closing Ceremony
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Procedure of the General Assembly
General rules
• The wish to speak is indicated by raising the Committee placard.
• Each committee may use only one Committee placard.
• The authority of the Board is absolute.
Procedure and time settings
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Presenting of the Motion for a Resolution
Defence speecch (3 minutes)
Attack speech (2x 1.5 minutes)
Response to attack (2 minutes)
General debate
Sum-up speech (3 minutes)
Voting procedure

Point of Personal Privilege
Request for a Delegate to repeat a point that was inaudible. Failure to understand the language being
spoken does not make for a Point of Personal Privilege.
Direct Response
Twice per debate, each Committee may use the Direct Response sign. Should a Delegate raise the sign
during the open debate, they will immediately be recognised by the Board and given the floor as soon as
the point being made is concluded. A Direct Response can only be used to refer to and discuss the point
made directly beforehand. If two or more Direct Responses are requested at once, the Board will decide
which Committee to recognise. In this case, the second Direct Response shall only be held if it can be
referred to the first Direct Response, so on and so forth.
Point of Order
These can be raised by the Chairperson if a Delegate feels the Board have not properly followed
parliamentary procedures. Ultimately, the authority of the Board is absolute.
Defense Speech
One member of the Proposing Committee delivers the Defense Speech from the podium. It is used to
explain the rationale of the overall lines of the Resolution and convince the Plenary that the Resolution is
worthy of being adopted. This speech can last a maximum of three minutes.
Attack Speech
An individual Delegate from a Committee other than the proposing Resolution at hand delivers an Attack
Speech from the podium. It reflects an individual opinion and is used to point out the flaws of the
approach taken by the Proposing Committee and should propose alternative solutions. This speech can
last a maximum of three minutes.
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Summation Speech
One or two members of the Proposing Committee deliver the Summation Speech from the podium; the
microphone can only be passed once. It is used to summarise the debate, respond to main, selected
criticism and to once more explain why the chosen approach is the most sensible. This speech can last a
maximum of three minutes.
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Motion for a Resolution by

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality
"I'm against abortion. On the other hand, I believe in a woman's choice."
- Nancy Reagan (actress and former First Lady of the United States)
Live or let live: A!er the 'Black Protests' in Poland stopped an anti-abortion law from passing in
2016, a new "stop abortion" bill has been proposed by conservative citizens. A!er warning the
Polish government of sanctions in 2016, what stance can the EU take against the prospects of this
bill becoming law?

Submitted by:

Patryk Bury (PL), Kamil Ferdyn (PL), Diana Horbatiuk (UA), Aleksandra
Łabędzka (PL), Julia Macha (PL), Karol Peła (PL), Julia Pieczonka (PL), Zofia
Pietrasik (PL), Victoria Wiltos (AT), Julia Wyporkiewicz (PL), Alicja Matusiak
(Chairperson, PL), Maria Skorokhod (Chairperson, BY)

The European Youth Parliament,
A. Concerned by the significant influence of religion on Polish society,
B. Fully aware that performing illegal abortions is dangerous to women’s health,
C. Noting with regret that the Polish state media bias leads to negative perceptions of abortion among
citizens,
D. Pointing out the high influence of the Roman Catholic Church and episcopacy on the teaching
processes in Polish schools and universities,
E. Noting with concern that the Polish youth does not receive suﬀicient sexual education, as teachers
are o"en under-qualified,
F. Deeply disturbed by disagreements within Polish society, concerning the legal status of the “fused
gametes”, as originally asserted in the “Stop Abortion” bill,
G. Recognising that about two-thirds of the Polish population wants the current abortion legislation
to remain as it is,
H. Alarmed by the prominence of medical tourism pertaining mostly to abortion services, which are
o"en unaﬀordable yet inevitable as a solution for many Polish women;
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Media
1. Calls upon regional Polish authorities to launch media campaigns aimed at educating Polish
citizens about abortion;
2. Expresses its appreciation for the creation of an EU abortion clinic browser, enabling those
interested in the procedure to easily find the most aﬀordable price and convenient clinic location;
Education
3. Suggests the European committee on Social Rights to introduce a set of guidelines to the European
Social Charter, ensuring a suﬀicient level of sexual education among Polish students;
4. Invites the Polish government to modify national curricula, excluding religion as a mandatory
subject;
5. Requests the European Parliament Press Service to conduct an educational workshop programme
to improve citizens’ critical thinking abilities relating to abortion;
Legislation
6. Encourages the Polish civil society to create a non-governmental organisation (NGO) which
provides medical support to Polish women who have undergone illegal abortions;
7. Recommends the Polish government to follow the successful example of EU Members States, such
as the Netherlands and Czech Republic, to recognise a foetus as a living being starting from the
twel"h week of pregnancy.
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Fact Sheet
•

73 Fusion of gametes – the process where the reproductive cells merge, producing a new
organism which eventually develops into a foetus.

•

“Stop Abortion” – the bill proposed by the Ordo Iuris Institute in 2016, that caused the “Black
Protest”. It stated i.a. that the human life begins with the fusion of the gametes and abortion is
allowed only if it is aimed directly on saving the mother’s life.

•

Episcopacy – Catholic Church government of the bishops.
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Motion for a Resolution by

The Committee on Constitutional Aﬀairs
“The ballot is stronger than the bullet” - Abraham Lincoln
Political participation: Recent public voting in Member States such as Poland and The
Netherlands have shown that only a very small amount of youngsters are participating in and
attending elections. What measures should the EU take in order to increase political participation
of the youth to support democratic procedure?

Submitted by:

Ersagun Ersoy (TR), Anna Kulma (PL), Barbara Łabędzka (PL), Stanisław Lalik
(PL), Konrad Ogórek (PL), Agata Oskroba (PL), Sabina Smyk (PL), Michał Zygar
(PL), Maryia Fokina (Chairperson, BY), Wladyslav Korshenko (Chairperson,
UA);

The European Youth Parliament,
A. Taking into account that only 11,1% of the EU population is aged between 15-24, youngsters are a
minority in Europe discouraging them from making an impact,
B. Concerned about the underrepresentation of the youth in European governmental bodies, as less
than 2% of the Members of the European Parliament are under 30 years old,
C. Noting with concern that the participation of young voters in the May 2014 European Parliament
elections were 28% due to a lack of interest in EU politics and elections among youngsters,
D. Alarmed that in the 2016-2017 academic year, only 14 European countries organised and
supported professional in-service training for school governments on how to promote citizenship
education,
E. Bearing in mind that only 14% of 19 year-olds in Poland are willing to participate in political
processes, while 27% of them are not interested in politics at all,
F. Supporting the action plan “The Great School Mobilisation for the Values of the Republic” aimed at
teaching active citizenship in schools,
G. Recognising that the youth is the least preferable age group for politicians leading to some political
parties ignoring the interests of citizens aged 25 and under,
H. Aware of the insuﬀicient number of electoral institutions in rural areas resulting in residing citizens
being unable to participate in democratic processes,
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I.

Having studied the Brexit results, the youth has diﬀerent interests from other age groups, provided
that 75% of 18-24 years old voters chose to remain in the EU, while 60% of people aged 65+ voted
to leave,

J. Taking note that electronic voting is implemented only in one Member State,
K. Deeply concerned by the insuﬀicient number of educational courses on active citizenship in Poland
as only 47% of people between the age of 18-21 participated in the national elections in 2015;

Education
1. Invites Member States to increase the number of courses regarding political education with the aim
of introducing students to democratic processes both on a national and European level;
2. Reaﬀirms the necessity for Member States to promote platforms for dialogue between the youth
and political decision-makers such as the European Youth Forum in their respective educational
facilities;
3. Considers the implementation of an action plan aimed at the teaching of democratic citizenship
following the example of “The Great School Mobilisation for the Values of the Republic” by France
which created a compulsory subject in schools;
Voter turnout
4. Encourages Member States to implement electronic voting systems in order to make voting more
accessible for:
a) people with special needs,
b) recently eligible voters,
c) inhabitants of rural areas;
5. Calls for Member States to follow the example of Denmark in the creation of a transparent electoral
system alleviating the disenchantment of youth with democratic processes;
Young Politicians
6. Suggests the creation of advertisement campaigns aimed at raising awareness regarding the
importance of political participation among the youth;
7. Requests Member States and non-governmental organisations to create programs aiming to
support and aide politicians aged 30 and under.
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Fact Sheet
•

Citizenship education can be defined as educating children, from early childhood, to become
clear-thinking and enlightened citizens who participate in decisions concerning society.

•

Electronic voting - voting using electronic means (e.g. computers, electronic voting machines) to
take care of casting and counting votes.

•

“The Great School Mobilisation for Values of the Republic” - an action plan made by the French
government introduced in 2015 aimed at teaching of democratic values, fostering a culture of
citizenship, addressing socio-economic inequalities and promoting social diversity.
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Motion for a Resolution by

The Committee on Liberties, Justice and Home Aﬀairs
“Europe needs a new blueprint. We must speak about an alliance of free nations.”
- Viktor Orbán (Prime Minister of Hungary)
EU Integration: As tensions grow between the Visegrad Alliance and EU institutions alongside
rising Euroscepticism, what steps should the EU take to facilitate integration among all Member
States while ensuring a stable future?

Submitted by:

Zuzanna Bartoś (PL), Mateusz Domarski (PL), Konrad Kowalski (PL), Karolina
Lach (PL), Maja Międlar (PL), Magdalena Motyl (PL), Rafał Nejfeld (PL), Jakub
Omachel (PL), Paulina Piątek (PL), Laura Piontek (PL), Jakub Sala (PL),
Svitlana Semyvolieva (UA), Inez Brogowska (Chairperson, PL), Kajetan
Korszeń (Chairperson, PL)

The European Youth Parliament,
A. Concerned that the Visegrad Group does not take an active role in the Refugee Relocation System
of asylum seekers across the EU,
B. Aware of the dissatisfaction by Visegrad Group countries concerning the distribution of European
funding,
C. Noting the increase of Member States’ unwelcoming attitudes towards refugees caused by
stereotypes prevailing in society, contributing to the feeling of disunity within the European
society,
D. Alarmed by an increase of competition in the labour market due to the influx of low-wage refugees,
E. Disturbed by an unawareness of EU activities by Member States citizens,
F. Alarmed by diﬀerent standards of living being a possible reason of disagreement among Member
States in regards to future cooperation,
G. Bearing in mind the construction of Nord Stream 2 as a prime example of the prioritization of
Member States’ actions above the interests of the EU,
H. Taking into account possible polarization among Member States a"er introducing the concept of
multi-speed Europe;
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Economic
1. Calls upon the European Commission to provide subsidies from the European Refugee Fund to
Member States participating in the Refugee Relocation System;
2. Requests the European Commission to update information on social benefits programmes for
European citizens through social media platforms;
3. Invites Member States to promote their labour laws to newcomers in order to achieve equal
treatment on the labour market through media campaigns;
Social
4. Further calls upon the European Commission to launch a sharing platform for refugees’
experiences;
5. Urges the Directorate-General for Communication of the European Commission to simplify and
explain the decisions undertaken by EU institutions via mass media;
Political/legislative
6. Encourages the Council of European Union to continue the implementation of Cohesion Fund a"er
2020;
7. Directs the European Commission to establish an expert group to observe and evaluate the extent
of self-interest actions of Member States;
8. Further requests the European Commission to create subgroups collaborating on mutual problems
in order to strengthen cooperation among Member States.
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Fact Sheet
•

The Refugee Relocation System – the European Union’s plan to resettle up to 160,000 refugees
throughout Member States, which has been introduced in 2015.

•

Refugee crisis – crisis that broke out in 2015, as Europe has been flooded with more than 1 million
refugees from Middle East and Northern Africa. It was initially caused by i.a. civil war in Syria and
famine in Sub-Saharan Africa.

•

Nord Stream 2 – a gas pipeline laid on the bottom of the Baltic Sea transporting the fuel directly
from Russia to Germany. It was built in order to bypass circuitos countries, such as Poland and
lower the costs of transport.

•

Multi-speed Europe – a concept of integration of the Member States at diﬀerent levels according to
the political situation. Proposed by French and supported by German government.

•

European Refugee Fund – a fund designed to facilitate the sharing of the financial costs of the
reception and integration of refugees amongst Member States.

•

Directorate-General for Communication – is the Commission department that cooperates with
media to enhance the visibility of the European Parliament's work and increase the awareness on
the European Parliament among citizens.

•

Cohesion Fund – is the fund aiming to reduce infrastructural disproportions between Member
States and is referred to countries which GNI (Gross National Income) exalts less than 90% of the
average of EU.
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Motion for a Resolution by

The Committee on Development
“Artificial Intelligence will be either the best or worst thing for humanity.” - Stephen Hawking
The Singular future: With rapid developments in the artificial intelligence industry paving the
way for the future of our daily lives in sectors such as medicine, labour, environment and
agriculture - how can the EU ensure that such innovative technologies are implemented to thrive
while safeguarding the European community from potential dangers?

Submitted by:

Maria Czekaj (PL), Maria Dmitrieva (UA), Mateusz Ficek (PL), Maksymilian
Homicki (PL), Daniel Hussain (PL), Karol Kotarski (PL), Sofiia Malyshok (UA),
Patryk Mirek (PL), Sergiusz Mościński (PL), Magdalena Olejko (PL), Natālija
Knipše (Chairperson, LV), Kajetan Rachwał (Chairperson, PL)

The European Youth Parliament,
A. Expressing its concern about the predictions of PricewaterhouseCoopers stating that by 2030, 35%
of the jobs in Germany will have become fully automatised,
B. Concerned by the lack of acceptance of Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) due to:
i)

poor education on its involvement in the labour industry,

ii) prejudice as a possible threat to the labour market,
iii) the hesitation of individuals and companies in adopting such technology, resulting in possible
societal and market ostracism,
C. Recognising the possible occurrence of error in A.I. so"ware such as harm on patients’ skin by da
Vinci medical robots during operations,
D. Further noting the insuﬀicient amount of qualified personnel to modulate A.I. in case of crisis due
to poor so"ware error management,
E. Taking into account the lack of established legal framework regarding A.I.;
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Labour
9. Urges Member States to avoid further potential unemployment due to A.I. by creating courses
intended for persons whose jobs have been replaced by expert systems;
10. Encourages Member States to educate students on A.I. by evolving school curricula;
11. Recommends Member States to create and implement a system for acquiring the required
qualifications for individuals involved in the usage and development of A.I.;
Medicine
12. Suggests Member States and industry consulting experts to create a system for quality control to
ensure the proper functioning of A.I. during medical operations;
13. Calls for Member States to recognise the need for experienced medical practitioners through
government media endorsement;
Legislation
14. Asks Member States to impose taxation on private companies utilising A.I. technologies;
15. Proposes Member States to subsidise unemployed individuals in industries aﬀected by A.I.
16. Encourages the European Commission to create a legal framework in order to tackle:
a) cases of A.I. committing legal oﬀenses,
b) the division of responsibility between Member State and EU institutions.
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Fact Sheet
•

PricewaterhouseCoopers — a professional services network focusing on audits and assurance;
helps resolve complex issues and identify opportunities.

•

Artificial Intelligence (A.I.) — intelligence displayed as a simulation of natural (for example
human) intelligence by machines. In the context of this resolution, to be understood as the weak
form of A.I. such as expert systems - systems proficient in one particular task, but cannot change
areas of expertise.

•

Da Vinci system — a robotic surgical system controlled by a surgeon from a console, designed to
facilitate complex surgical procedures using a minimally invasive approach.
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Motion for a Resolution by

The Committee on Employment and Social Aﬀairs
“The City is what it is because our citizens are what they are” - Plato
Cities and their people: With gentrification trending in European cities and local governments
alongside developers stimulating this process, concerns have risen in regards to the
socioeconomic implications of such developments. What stance should the EU take regarding
such form of urban development?

Submitted by:

Zeynep Sude Aksoy (TR), Jan Andruszewski (PL), Weronika Domiter (PL),
Karol Hodur (PL), Zuzanna Jaskółka (PL), Magdalena Psiuk (PL), Wiktor
Wdowin (PL), Patrycja Zapała (PL), Julia Galera (Chairperson, PL), Svitlana
Midianko (Chairperson, UA)

The European Youth Parliament,
A. Alarmed by rising tensions around gentrification between low-income and high-income citizens
resulting in conflictual disputations,
B. Bearing in mind the public unawareness among EU citizens on the phenomena of gentrification,
C. Deeply concerned by the lack of distinction between gentrification and revitalisation by
governmental institutions due to the positive impacts of gentrification such as increased tax
revenues,
D. Observing that gentrifiers alter the ethnic, cultural and historical environment of the aﬀected
neighborhoods and thus contribute to their deterioration,
E. Taking into account the recent outgrowth of the house price index as well as rising costs of living
leading to:
a) an acceleration of poverty rates,
b) rise of citizens’ eviction, displacement and possible homelessness,
F. Deeply conscious of urban diﬀiculties including road traﬀic management caused by the
displacement of inhabitants to suburban areas, far from their workplaces,
G. Fully aware of the Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the limited
competences of the EU regarding the issue of housing rights of the EU citizens,
H. Taking into consideration the increase of competition in the job market leading to the growth of
undocumented work,
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I.

Noting with regret the insuﬀicient attention paid to the issue of gentrification in European politics,

J. Further observing that low-income workers aﬀected by gentrification are o"en stigmatised and
excluded from society;

Economic
1. Recommends Member States to provide social housing subsidies to low-income residents
proportional to their income;
2. Proposes Member States to regulate rental prices by limiting price rate increases to 1% annually;
3. Calls upon the Community Research and Development Information Service (CORDIS) to monitor
the condition of renovated areas and buildings in order to avoid unnecessary leaps in housing
prices;
Social
4. Invites Member States to establish an online platform with information regarding gentrification
issues in order to raise public awareness and emphasise the need for further legislative
improvement;
5. Suggests Member States to ensure more comfortable and aﬀordable public transport and improve
infrastructure in order to diminish the traﬀic caused by the development of residential areas;
6. Calls upon Housing Europe to implement social workshops for EU citizens in order to explain the
complexity of gentrification to the public and emphasise its outcomes;
7. Encourages Member States to introduce gentrification in school curricula to counter social stigma;
Political/legislative
8. Requests the European Commission to establish an oﬀicial definition of gentrification and include
it in the legal documents of the EU in regards to housing;
9. Further calls upon Directorate-General for Education and Culture to establish a specialised panEuropean agency responsible for preserving historical sites and cultural heritage of ethnic groups;
10. Urges the European Commission to establish a funding programme under the patronage of the
European Regional Development Fund aimed at financially supporting the victims of gentrification;
11. Supports the further development of existing policy ‘An agenda for new skills and jobs’ aimed at
creating job opportunities and contributing to the reduction of the informal sector.
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Fact Sheet
•

Gentrification – the process of investing in renovation of deteriorated inner-city areas by private
developers in order to increase the value of the property and attract high-income residents.

•

Housing Price Index (HPI) – is an index used to measure a change in prices of all residential
properties purchased by households.

•

Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – it states that “Everyone has the right
to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including
food, clothing, housing and medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in
the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in
circumstances beyond his control”.

•

Housing Europe – European Federation on Public, Cooperative and Social Housing aims to ensure
aﬀordable housing in sustainable communities, foster urban development and provide
neighbourhood services. Its research branch - The European Social Housing Observatory monitors
the housing sector in Member States and collects the data for the analysis of current trends in this
field.

•

Directorate-General for Education and Culture – the Commission department responsible for
policies in the field of education, youth, culture, languages and sport.

•

European Regional Development Fund – aims at economic strength, social cohesion and leveling
the disparities between regions by investing in infrastructure and services in less developed areas.

•

Community research and Development Information Service – European Commission's primary
repository, has conducted the research “Exploring Anti-Gentrification Practices and Policies in
Southern European Cities” exploring anti-gentrification practices in Rome, Madrid and Athens
which will be rendered in forms of an anti-gentrification toolkit for local communities and policy
makers.

•

Revitalisation – the process of renovating and bringing into prominence of a housing area.
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Motion for a Resolution by

The Committee on Culture and Education
“...If students aren't taught the language of sound and images, shouldn't they be considered as illiterate
as if they le! college without being able to read and write?” - George Lucas
Media Literacy: With fake news and disinformation flourishing throughout the Internet, the need
to educate new generations increases. What measures could be taken to best build upon those of
the EU?

Submitted by:

Klaudia Bator (PL), Mateusz Feluś (PL), Oleksandra Govorova (UA), Wiktoria
Kaszelny (PL), Michał Kisiołek (PL), Maja Olearczuk (PL), Aleksandra Piechota
(PL), Gabriela Płachno (PL), Dominika Strzelecka (PL), Jakub Wilczyński (PL),
Megi Bakiasi (Chairperson, AL), Ireneusz Sołtykiewicz (Chairperson, PL)

The European Youth Parliament,
A. Deeply disturbed by the lack of media education causing media illiteracy,
B. Concerned that contemporary media lacks work ethics allowing false content to be shared with
ease,
C. Realising that youngsters are more susceptible to disinformation and fake news,
D. Keeping in mind that while being an important value of a democratic society, freedom of speech
may facilitate the spreading of fake news and misleading information,
E. Anxious that older generations face diﬀiculties keeping up with the era of mass media and the
Internet,
F. Profoundly concerned by the loss of public interest in international issues due to a loss of trust in
the media;

Education
1. Invites the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations (UNAOC) to use the access and financial assets
given by the EU in order to organise lectures that provide children with knowledge about fake
news;
2. Suggests Member States to create social groups and educational platforms in order to provide
older generations with contemporary media education;
19

3. Calls for the Expecting UNAOC to establish a media campaign based on their research, aiming to in
raise raising public awareness on the importance of media literacy and fake news concept;.
Media Verification
4. Encourages The High Level Group to verify reliable media sources in order to distinguish them from
unreliable others;
5. Suggests the International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) to:
a) create a list of verified sources of information which can be considered as trustworthy;
b) establish a strategy to evaluate media institutions annually, based on their compliance of the
code of ethics;
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Fact Sheet
•

High Level Group (HLG) was set up in order to gather opinions on fake news and present the
approach of the European Commission to the current situation.

•

International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) supports fact-checking organisations by providing
them with a place to exchange best journalism practises through promoting values such as;
nonpartisanship, fairness and transparency of sources.

•

UNAOC United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) is an initiative that seeks to stimulate
international action against extremism through the forging of international, intercultural and
interreligious dialogue and cooperation.

•

The Global Alliance for Partnerships on Media and Information Literacy (GAPMIL) intends to
establish international cooperation with the goal of ensuring that every person has access to media
education.

•

Media Literacy - Media Literacy is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate and create media in a
variety of forms.

•

Fake news - false stories that appear to be news, spread on the internet or using other media,
usually created to influence political views or as a joke.

•

Disinformation consists of intentional false information sharing, in order to deceive.
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rzeszówrsc
Supported by:

Elżbieta Łukacijewska
Poseł do Parlamentu
Europejskiego

In cooperation with:

Initiated by:

The Schwarzkopf Foundation is the international umbrella organisation of the European Youth Parliament (EYP). EYP Poland is a National Committee in the EYP network.

